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600 South 43rd Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-4495

October
Thursday, October 28

First-Year Science and 
Health Fair

Saturday, October 30

Fall Open House for  
undergraduate majors

December
Thursday, December 2

Alumni Association Board 
of Directors Meeting

Saturday, December 4

Athletics Hall of Fame 
Inductions 

Monday, December 6 

Alumni Reception,  
American Society  
of Health System  
Pharmacists,  
Anaheim, CA

November
Friday, November 5

Alumni Reception, New 
Jersey Pharmacists Asso-
ciation, Atlantic City, NJ

Monday, November 8

Bernard J. Malis Lecture 
featuring Michael  
Gloth MD

Monday, November 15

Alumni Breakfast,  
American Association of 
Pharmaceutical Scientists 
Annual Meeting & Exposi-
tion, New Orleans, LA

Lisa A. Lawson
Taking a Step Forward

Putting Up Road Blocks  
to Metastasis

Article On 
Page 11

USciences Ranks  
in Top 2%  
for Earners
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Alumna Patty Greene P’93 travels to Haiti to put her education to good use.

Founders’ Day
Thursday,  
February 17, 2011

Celebrating  
the University’s  
190th Anniversary!
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verified what we suspected. The 
marketplace is always smarter 
than we are. 

So why don’t we just call ourselves 
what others already do— 
University of the Sciences?

While we remain officially regis-
tered as University of the Sciences 

in Philadelphia and you 
may see a USP reference 
around campus, we have 
begun to deemphasize, 
and in many respects 
drop, USP and “in 
Philadelphia” when refer-
encing our overall brand. 
We are also in the process 
of addressing our strong 
college subbrands in 
order to provide an affin-
ity and seamless feeling 
to our brand architecture. 
You will see focused  

efforts for all of the colleges in  
the future.

Of course, people naturally tend 
to shorten things and in this day 
and age of Twitter and text mes-
saging, shorter is better. So, we 
are also refining an even more 
abbreviated brand version that 
our focus groups have helped us 
verify as “USciences.” This shorter 
convention helps on the web, 
when we communicate to our 
students, and when we communi-
cate to our prospective students 
and their families. It helps us get 
the message out and bridge the 
awareness gap. It’s going to take a 
while before this catches on.

University of the Sciences 
enables students to focus their 
curiosity and love of science, 
leading them to rewarding 
futures in the sciences and 
healthcare fields. 

As our proud and distinguished 
institution continues to grow, the 
above brand promise statement, 

developed over the last year, 
has never been truer. And as we 
celebrate the 190th anniversary 
of our founding, we have evolved 
into a dynamic University that 
would make the 68 founding 
apothecaries proud. But I want to 
focus on the last 12 years since 
we achieved university status and 
became University of the Sciences 
in Philadelphia. 

Research has shown that there 
is an awareness gap with the 
acronym USP and that “in Phila-
delphia” causes confusion or is 
left out entirely because it is too 
cumbersome. Market research 
and multiple focus groups with 
many of our audiences, from par-
ents to students to alumni to high 
school guidance counselors, have 

But our first step is to make sure 
that everyone is using the name 
University of the Sciences.

This is not an overnight transition. 
It will take us a few years to get 
this done. Irrespective of our own 
passion for the names we believe 
in, this is what resonates with our 
students and parents who are our 
stakeholders.

Please join me in embracing this 
name transition to University of 
the Sciences. 

Sincerely,

PHILIP P. GERBINO  
P’69, PharmD’70 
President

The mission of University of the 
Sciences in Philadelphia is to 
educate students to become leaders 
and innovators in the sciences, 
health professions, and emerging 
related disciplines. Building on our 
legacy as the nation’s first college of 
pharmacy, we provide excellence in 
teaching, research, and service.

from the president
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With duffle bags full of much needed medicines, Patty Greene P’93  
was able to provide relief in the midst of tragedy.

Buildings crumbling, families living in tents 
because they no longer have homes, people 
dying, children left orphaned—all part of 
the terrible aftermath of the earthquake that 
shook and demolished Haiti and its capital 
city of Port-au-Prince. Most Americans 
were touched by the tragedy and opened up 
their wallets, yet pharmacist PATTY 
GREENE P’93 did one better. She joined 
forces with the nonprofit organization 
group Explorers Sans Frontiers (ESF)  
to work as part of a five-person disaster 
relief team.

After having received a series of vaccines, 
her body was physically ready for the trip, 
but was she psychologically ready for what 
she was going to observe?

“Pretty much you just prepare yourself 
emotionally to see whatever. Our  
expectations were…well, we really didn’t 
have expectations because we didn’t really 

know what we were going to see. What you 
see on the TV wasn’t necessarily what we 
would experience. I kept an open mind to 
seeing anything and treating anything.” 
However, not knowing what exactly to 
expect, Greene prepared for  
the worst.

Greene, who is the 
wife of SCOTT 
GREENE P’92, a 
PCP experiential field 
supervisor, spent a 
week in the country, 
from April 1 to April 
8, 2010. Her team, 
composed of Joseph Buchanan RN, BSN; 
Bridgette Nelson RN, MSN; Shonta Collins, 
RN; and Dr. Stephen Pedron, came bearing 
all the supplies they could carry in large 
duffle bags. 

Every day was a different location, but it 
didn’t matter where they went because the 
mayhem and devastation were everywhere.

“Sometimes we went into a tent city, other 
times we went into a village, and sometimes 

we went to the countryside,” 
said Greene. From 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. each day, they would set 
up their mobile clinic and 
hundreds of people would be 
eagerly waiting in line.

Wherever they traveled, 
villagers were notified and 
asked to provide safe working 

quarters, but it didn’t always work out that 
way. Most villages scarcely had enough to 
take care of themselves, let alone Greene 
and her team, so she would have to dispense 
medicine right out of her duffle bag. 

“�Pretty much you just  
prepare yourself  
emotionally to see  
whatever.” 

PATTY GREENE P’93

First Person:  

Providing 
Relief In 
Haiti
By Jennifer O’Brien PMM’11



First concern was keeping faculty, staff, and 
students healthy. The second was spring 2009 
graduation. Once the spring panic ebbed and 
the team realized that H1N1 was going to be a 
persistent threat, they created a plan should it 
spread across campus and a plan to vaccinate 
as many students as possible.

“It’s an enrollment management issue,” said 
PAUL C. FURTAW, PsyD, director of Student 
Health and Counseling Center (SHAC).  

“A lot of sick students would have brought  
the institution to a halt.” 

The response team came up with a  
multipronged program that involved:

1.	 �Raising awareness of the need to be  
vaccinated, especially for students under 
24 and students who already worked in 
healthcare.

2.	 �Raising awareness of measures that could 
prevent the spread of H1N1, such as regular 
hand washing and self-isolating if experi-
encing flu-like symptoms.

3.	 �Preparing a system that would vaccinate 
as many people as possible when doses 
became available—a day that the response 
team didn’t know because the City of  
Philadelphia could not give solid dates  
when the vaccine would be delivered.

“One of the most important techniques we 
used was viral marketing,” said MELANIE 
OATES, PhD, former director of the under-
graduate business program. “Our target 
market—young people—responds much  
more to word-of-mouth marketing and to 
Internet social marketing.”

Her students created t-shirts with slogans  
like “Got Swine Flu? I don’t. Get vaccinated.” 
on them. Marketing students wore them 
around campus and sold them for $5 each,  
the cost of which was subsidized by Student 
Affairs and SHAC. They also blanketed  
University-affiliated Facebook student  
and group pages with information about  
why students needed to be vaccinated.

As soon as vaccines were made available,  
the response team set up a vaccination clinic 
in the Athletic/Recreation Center. Student  
volunteers helped with everything from  
getting the word out to dose preparation, 
while trained faculty from Philadelphia  
College of Pharmacy administered  
the shots.

“The key was we did a lot of prep work,”  
said BERNARD D. GOLLOTTI, executive 
director of public safety and security.  
“We started with the pandemic  
preparedness team, who put together  
a plan that was executed.” 

Through two clinics, over 1,100 people were 
given vaccinations. The University vaccinated 
30 percent of its students, more than triple  
the national average, which put the University 
in a good position had a third wave of H1N1  
come around as feared.

“We’re a health science  
institution, and we needed 
to utilize best practices to 
respond to a health need  
on campus.”

WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM,  
PhD, Dean of Students
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Occasionally, she would have a table and,  
if she was lucky, a makeshift tarp held up 
with sticks, similar to what the villagers 
had to living in.

No matter what the conditions, they always 
held a clinic. One nurse, with help from her 
interpreter, would be triage to determine 
the primary symptoms. The nurse would 
write them down, direct the patient to the 
doctor who would do an exam or ask more 
questions. The doctor would write a 

prescription, and then Greene would 
dispense the required medication  
and instructions.

Along with the generosity from an  
organization called AmeriCares, who  
had a large warehouse of prescription  
medications, the relief team was  
able to supplement their supplies with  
antibiotics, general maintenance  
medications, and sleeping medication.

“Everyone went home with things like 
rehydration salts because they don’t have 
food or water. We treated dehydration, 
malnutrition, hypertension, and diabetes. 
Also, a lot of people didn’t sleep at  
night because they were stressed. Some  
lost their [spouses] in the earthquake; 
others lost their children,” recalled Greene.

Got SwineFlu?  
We didn’t.
By Jen A. Miller

The Haiti disaster relief team, 
left to right: Joseph Buchanan, 
RN, BSN; Bridgette Nelson, RN, 
MSN; orphanage caretaker; Patty 
Greene P’93, RPh; Shonta Collins, 
RN; and Dr. Stephen Pedron, 
maternal and fetal medicine.

Scenes of the devastation caused by  
the earthquake were widespread.

Crowds of people in 
distress greeted the team 
wherever they went.

“�Everyone went home with 
things like rehydration  
salts because they don’t 
have food or water.”

PATTY GREENE P’93

It is feared that the earthquake is not the 
end of the pain. The poor sanitary  
conditions increase the threat of disease.  
Yet, according to Greene, most Haitians 
aren’t concerned with what is to come 
tomorrow, but rather they are just trying  
to make it through today, dealing  
with the misery and the loss they have  
regrettably experienced. 

“The villagers were very grateful that we 
were there. You just needed to sit down  
next to them and if you put your hand on 
their knee, that’s all they needed because  
of that feeling of touch to them,” Greene 
reflected. “They just appreciated that you 
were there to spend the time with  
them, ask them questions,  
and a lot of them  
just needed  
to talk.” 

Even through all the pain and despair 
surrounding Haiti, Greene was able to  
see the positive. The experience was one  
of a lifetime—one she would not have  
had without her USciences’ background. 
Through the foundation laid by her  
schooling, Greene was able to provide  
the appropriate tools to help the  
Haitian survivors.

The University established an emergency information website to help disseminate 
information for H1N1 and other campus-wide issues: emergency.usp.edu.

The public health scare of the decade 
may have passed, but when H1N1  
exploded on the radar screen in 
spring 2009, no one knew what to 

expect. University of the Sciences formed a 
response team to  start planning what to do 
should swine flu come to campus.

“We’re a health science institution, and we 
needed to utilize best practices to respond  
to a health need on campus,” said WILLIAM  
CUNNINGHAM, PhD, dean of students. 

The University used what could have been  
a disaster as a cross-disciplinary teachable  
moment that gave students hands-on experi-
ence in dealing with a real health emergency. 




